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MEMBERSHIP 
Canada 

The National Research Council, Ottawa 2, Canada, 
Associate member of FID since 1937, applied for Na- 
tional membership. The application has been submitted 
to the Council. 

Until the officers of the National committee are 
formally named, Mr. Jack E. Brown, Chief Librarian of 
the National Research Council, will act as national re- 
presentative. 


VISITS RECEIVED 


Mr. L. Wampach, Associate member of FID in Luxem- 
burg, visited the General Secretariat on October 1, 1958, 
for discussion of membership in FID, relations with in- 
ternational organisations, classification (UDC) and 
training for documentation. 

Mr, Jouri Kitaev, Third Secretary of the Embassy of 
the USSR in the Netherlands, visited the General Secre- 
tariat on October 8, 1958, to obtain information on serv- 
ices given by FID and on patent research servives of the 
Netherlands Patent Office and the Netherlands Insti- 
tute for Documentation and Filing. 

Dr. R. Lauche of the Zentral-Biicherei der Forschungs- 
anstalt fir Landwirtschaft in Brunswick, Germany, vis- 
ited the General Secretariat on Octobber 13, 1958, to 
discuss the possibilities of bibliographic control of the 
world’s bibliographical output. 

Dr. Lauche is editor of the ,, Internationales Handbuch 
der Bibliographie des Landbaues”, Munich 1957, which 
he keeps up-to-date in the ,Quarterly Bulletin of the 
International Association of Agricultural Librarians 
and Documentalists”’. 

Mr. J. C. Beugelink of the Ned. Ver. voor Lastechniek 
in The Hague visited the General Secretariat on Octo- 
ber 17, 1958. A plan for the preparation of a concor- 
dance between UDC and the system used by the Inter- 
national Institute of Welding has been made in order to 
have it ready before the next meeting of the IIW in 
June 1959. 

UNIVERSAL DECIMAL CLASSIFICATION 
Stability of UDC 

The following paper on ,,Stability of UDC” by the 
General Secretary of FID has been approved at the 
meeting of FID/C in September 1958. 

»One of the important features of UDC is that its 
structure is dynamic. Some hundreds of specialists are 
constantly engaged in keeping it up to date. 

»On the other hand it is a standard of classification. 
The users of UDC (in other words all those who possess 
the many ten thousands of copies in various languages) 
must have some safeguard against repeated changes 
which reduce the use as a standard classification to a 
mere fiction. 

»lf a part of the UDC has been thoroughly revised, 
major modifications should be avoided during a period 
of some ten years. Extensions and additions will always 
be necessary, as well as suppression of duplications or 
superfluous numbers and corrections of obvious mis- 
takes. Also it will be useful to keep in mind the prin- 
ciple that free numbers should be created for future ex- 
pansion. 


»Nevertheless the principle of stability should be 
respected as much as possible so that the users may 
expect that their files will be disturbed as little as pos- 
sible.” 


Rules for the development of the UDC 


Since the publication of the 2nd edition of the ,,Gui- 
ding principles, rules and procedure for the develop- 
ment of the UDC” (FID publ. 283, October 1955) 
the following amendments have been approved (these 
include those adopted at the meeting of FID/C in Sep- 
tember 1958). 


314 No cancelling without reference 
Proposals for cancelling or revised classification 
should be accompanied by references from the 
existing numbers to the new numbers. (translated 
from German) 


327 Proposals from countries not member of FID 
Any other member (associate or honorary member) 
living in a country where there is no national mem- 
ber is entitled to submit a proposal to the General 
Secretariat. 


328 Information on progress made 

If within the framework of FID or of bodies co- 
operating with FID a working group or committee 
or subcommittee has started to work out a proposal 
for extension or correction of UDC, they are reques- 
ted to inform and keep informed the General Secre- 
tariat about their activities and intentions, whereas 
the latter informs and keeps informed the national 
and any other interested members of FID until the 
proposal concerned has taken a distinct shape. 


No cancelling without reference 

additional paragraph: 

Proposals for cancelling or revised classification 
should be accompanied by references from the exis- 
ting numbers to the new numbers, (translated from 
German) 


333 Comments by CCC and FID panel on draft PE Notes 
additional paragraph: 
The term for criticism of a draft PE note should be 
extended if requested by a CCC member. 


334 Approval of a Draft PE Note 
modified to: 
If the CCC and rapporteur(s) concerned approve a 
draft PE unanimously, or with less than 1/3 of the 
votes against it, the FID General Secretariat pro- 
ceeds as under 34 below. 


335 Disagreement in the case of Draft PE Notes 
modified to: 
If the draft PE is rejected by 1/3 or more CCC 
members and rapporteur(s) concerned, but is sup- 
ported by at least 1/3 of these, the FID General 
Secretariat proceeds as under 35 below. 


336 Outright rejection of a Draft PE Note 
modified to: 
If the CCC and rapporteur(s) concerned disapprove 
a draft PE unanimously or with less than 1/3 voting 
in favour, the draft PE (or at least the contentious 
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part of it) is rejected outright, and the FID General 
Secretariat notifies the submitter or proposer ac- 
cordingly, suggesting a more acceptable form in 
which the proposal may be redrafted. 


341 Preparation and issue of PE Notes 
additional paragraph: 
Proposals for cancelling or revised classification 
should be accompanied by references from the exis- 
ting numbers to the new numbers. (translated from 
German) 


342 Circulation of PE Notes for comment 
modified to: 
These PE Notes are circulated without delay to 
subscribers (regarded because they subscribe, as 
actively interested) who should send in their com- 
ments to the FID General Secretariat through the 
appropriate national UDC committee, within 4 
months of the date of issue. 
If no national UDC committee (or equivalent body 
for the subject in question) exists in the critic’s 
country, or if the national committee for any reason 
is itself unable to reach a decision as to the accep- 
tance of the criticism, this criticism should be sent 
directly to the FID General Secretariat with a brief 
statement of the reason(s) for this action. 


344 Criticism of PE Notes 

second paragraph modified to: 

If no agreement can be reached within 4 months of 
the date of expiry of the normal 4 months period of 
criticism, i.e. within 8 months of the original date of 
issue, the CCC together with the rapporteur should 
either take a decision within 12 months of the ori- 
ginal issue or instruct the FID General Secretariat 
to transfer the contentious proposals from the PE 
Note in question to a PP Note as laid down in art. 
35 below. 


Reproduction and issue of approved extensions 
additional paragraph: 

Proposals for cancelling or revised classification 
should be accompanied by references from the exis- 
ting numbers to the new numbers. (translated from 
German) 


Maintenance of the copyright of UDC 
UDC is the intellectual property of FID 


So far as authorized copies of UDC or parts of UDC 
are printed and published the copyright is main- 
tained and defended by the national member or 
other member or collectivity authorized by FID to 
effect publication. 


_ 393 So far as drafts, manuscripts or proposals are ma- 

de by collaborators or study committees or working 
parties of FID for producing corrections or exten- 
sions, the General Secretary of FID represents the 
authors or collective authors of scientific contri- 
butions to UDC including published or unpublished 
extensions and corrections either in proposed or in 
preliminary or in officially accepted form. 
Note: To the enumeration of members of CCC 
should be added: ,,For the complete official manu- 
script of UDC: Mr. F. Donker Duyvis, General 
Secretary, Wassenaar - The Hague, Netherlands”. 
(It is understood that as soon as FID will have a 
legal status, the copyright shall be simply in hands 
of the Federation). 


PERSONALIA 





Dr. S. Bekku + 


It is with deep regret that we have to inform 
you of the sudden death on September 19th of Dr. 
S. Bekku, President of the Japan Information 
Center for Science and Technology, Associate 
Member of FID. 











FID PUBLICATIONS 





The August 1958 Catalogue of FID publications 


in the fields of: 

- bibliographic control 

- classification 

- reproduction and selection 
- standardization and 

- terminology 


is available free on request from the General 
Secretariat of FID, 6 Willem Witsenplein, The 
Hague, Netherlands. 








MISCELLANEOUS 
Agricultural Economics Abstracts 


The Quarterly Bulletin of the International Associatio 
of Agricultural Librarians and Documentalists (Vol. 
1958, no. 4) announces the publication of World Agricu 
tural Economics Abstracts for September 1958. Prof. 
von Frauenderfer of the Hochschule fiir Bodenkultur 
Vienna acts as provisional editor. A considerable num 
ber of agricultural economists, librarians and organi 
sations in various countries will assist the editor in pre 
viding abstracts or short summaries of recent publicas 
tions dealing with social and economic aspects of agri 
culture. 


Indonesian Abstracts 


Under this title the Council for Sciences of Indonesia) 
(Medan Merdeka Selatan 11 Pav., Djakarta) started ii 
July 1958 a quarterly journal of abstracts on curref 
scientific Indonesian literature. As most of the Inde 
nesian papers are written in the Indonesian languag 
they are not easily accessible to the outside world; t 
abstracts therefore are in English. 

The abstracts are arranged under UDC group head 
ings. Apart from the pure and applied sciences they é 
so cover social sciences and - to a lesser extent - religion 
and linguistics. § 

,»indonesian Abstracts” is issued free of charge, ex 
change being invited. 


CIRCULAR LETTERS 


Copies of circular letters (excl. confidential documents: 
marked *) are available free on request from the Gene-} 
ral Secretariat of FID. 


F58-78 (9.10.58) Application for National membership 
by the National Research Council of Canada 
submitted to the Council. 

(9.10.58) Agenda for the FID Council meeting 
in Washington in November 1958. 

(17.10.58) Application for Associate member- 
ship by the Comitato Nazionale per le Ricerche 
Nucleari, Rome, submitted to the Council. 
(17.10.58) Minutes of the meeting of the Bu- 
reau in The Hague in September 1958. 
(17.10.58) Minutes of the Joint meeting of the 
Bureau and the Comm. of Ways and Means in 
the Hague in September 1958. 

(24.10.58) Report from the General Secretary 
to Bureau members on the General Secretariat 
and its financing. 

(24.10.58) Letter from the President of FID to 
National members on contributions and the 
General Secretariat. 

(31.10.58) Preliminary report on the program- 
me of FID. 

(31.10.58) Report of the restricted meeting of 
FID/CCC in September 1958. 

(31.10.58) Report of the open meeting of FID/ 
CCC in September 1958 on Social sciences. 
(31.10.58) Report of the meeting of FID/C in 
September 1958. 


*F58-79 
F58-80 


*F58-81 
*F58-82 


*F58-83 


*F58-84 


F58-85 
*F58-86 
F58-87 
F58-88 
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